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Steering Committee/MPC

4-Nations MOU on T & E

Resolution dated 28.10.1987

Development of 4-Nations Standards

(Participation of Third Parties in the GE-US MoA)


Ref.:  1.  4-Nations MOU on Test and Evaluation, dated 05.12.1983

Ref.:  2.  GE-US MoA on Test Procedures, dated 05.07.1984

1. In furtherance of ref.1, par.1.2 c, GE and US authorities have enter-       ed into the agreement at ref. 2 in order to develop and/or adopt  common standard test procedures for the development and acceptance testing of defence materiel.  

Todate, working groups of experts (WGE) have been formed to cover testing of

1 – Vehicles

2 – Weapons and ammunition

3 – Electronics and communication

4 – NBC protection

5 – Missiles and rockets

2. In terms of the agreement at ref. 2 par. XI “Participation of a Third Party”, FR and UK authorities are invited to join into the agreement.  Entering by a third party would entail the following steps:

· The text of the agreement at ref. 2 will be made available to the    third party.

· The latter will declare acceptance in principle of the terms of the agreement within 3 month and will establish points of contact as   per par. V thereof.

· Thereupon the third party will receive a full set of the test  procedures agreed between the original participants as well as the current work programs of the WGEs.

· The third party will in terms of par. III c state acceptance or any reservations as regards any of the test procedures received, and   will agree on the programs of work as set forth by the WGEs.

· Thereafter, the third party entering into the agreement may appoint representatives to the WGEs and participate in full.
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3.
Once all four nations participating in the MoU at ref. 1 have become signatories to the MoA at ref. 2, the latter will be considered a detail agreement within the scope of the skeleton MoU at ref. 1; any agreed      test procedure will be identified as a 4-Nations Standard.


Signed


E. Lang


Chairman


Steering Committee/MPC


4-Nations MoU on T & E


Resolution dated 28.10.1987


Terms of Reference of the Steering Committee
1. Authority

Four Nation Memorandum of Understanding among the Governments of the French Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the United States of America   relating to the mutual acceptance of test and evaluation for the reciprocal procurement of defense equipment, 5 December 1983.

2. Introduction
Joint programms are increasingly gaining importance within NATO; it is necessary to standardize national procedures and practices.

The objective of international standardization of test procedures is to achieve reproducible test results and mutually acceptable interpretation in order to avoid redundant testing where acceptable data are available.

3. Objectives
The Steering Committee was constituted to administer the policy laid down in the MoU at reference and to develop detail agreements on procedures and practices as required.

4. Organization
The committee shall consist of national representatives of the MoU sig-natory nations.  Supporting staff may attend meetings.  Representatives of other NATO nations may be invited as unanimously agreed by the com-mittee.  The committee shall elect a chairman for a term of office generally not exceeding three years.

The committee will normally meet at 6 – 9 month intervals; the signatory nations will host the meeting on a rotational basis.

The host nation shall provide secretarial support.

5. Scope
The scope of work of the Steering Committee will encompass the following activities:

a) Administering the policy laid down in the authorizing MoU as regards test and evaluation.
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b) Exchanging information on national test methods, procedures and practices.

c)
Collating, reviewing and disseminating guidance information produced under section 2.4 of the authorizing MoU.

d) Establishing sub-committees and working groups of experts as required to generate standard test procedures.

e)
Reviewing and approving TOR of subordinate groups.

f)
Defining the tasks of such subordinate groups.

g)
Coordinating the development test requirements of member nations so as to identify those test requirements which can be defined in inter-national standards.

Liaising with project management from the start of joint projects and throughout the development process to assist in planning test proce-dures with accord with international standards.

h)
Agreeing on terms and definitions as required.

i)
Establishing and maintaining liaison with other standardization authorities in order to avoid duplication of work.

6.
Related Documents
a. Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of    the United States Concerning the Development of Mutually Acceptable Technical Test Procedures for Munitions and Explosive Ordnance, Tri-Service, 27 June 1980.

b. Annex II to the Memorandum of Understanding Between the Government of the United States and the Government of the United Kingdom of      Great Britain and Northern Ireland Relating to the Principles Governing Cooperation in R & D, Production and Procurement of Defense Equip- ment of 24 September 1975, entitled:  Mutual Acceptance of Test and Evaluation, 9 October 1978.

c. Memorandum of Agreement Between the Federal Ministry of Defense of the Federal Republic of Germany and the Department of the Army of       the United States of America Concerning the Development of Mutually Acceptable Technical Test Procedures, 5 July 1984.


Annex:  Organization Structure


Signed


E. Lang


Chairman
FOUR NATION MOU ON TEST AND EVALUATION, DATED 05.12.1983

ORGANIZATION STRUCTURE

POLICY LEVEL:

MANAGEMENT POLICY COMMITTEE [MPC]/STEERING COMMITTEE

MANAGEMENT LEVEL:
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEES TO DIRECT, MONITOR AND CONTROL THE ACTIVITIES OF WORKING GROUPS

PRODUCTION LEVEL
WORKING GROUPS OF EXPERTS [WGE] TO DEVELOP STANDARD TEST PROCEDURES


STEERING COMMITTEE



MANAGEMENT COMMITTEES








WORKING GROUPS

OF EXPERTS 

* These tasks were transferred to NATO AC/225, Panel 2, WGE 3


+ Developing of Standard Test Procedures to start in 1991


Steering Committee/MPC


4-Nations MoU on T & E


Resolution dated 27.09.1990


Terms of Reference of Management Committee (MC)
1. Authority

Four Nations MoU among the governments for FR, GE, UK and US relating        to the mutual acceptance of test and evaluation for the reciprocal     procurement of defense equipment, dated 05.12.1983.

2. Introduction
Joint programmes for the development and procurement of defence materiel  are increasingly gaining importance within NATO; It is necessary to stan- dardize national procedures and practices.

The overall objective of international standardization of test procedures is         to rationalize testing, to achieve reproducible test results and mutually acceptable interpretations thereof in order to avoid redundant testing          where acceptable data are available.

3. Objectives
The Management Committee was constituted to form and supervise Working Groups of Experts (WGE) on test and evaluation of defence materiel, with the aim to develop mutually agreed test procedures.

4. Organization
The MC shall consist of national representatives of the MoU signatory      nations, delegates to be professional engineers familiar with the subject   matter.  

Supporting staff may attend meetings.  Representatives of other NATO-    nations may be invited as unanimously agreed by the MC and subject to confirmation by the Steering Committee.  

The MC will normally meet at 6 month intervals; the signatory nations will      host and chair the meeting on a rotational basis.

The host nation shall provide secretarial support.

The host nation shall provide copies of the agenda and minutes of the     meeting to the Management Committee members.  

Meetings and minutes will normally be in the host country language.              Host nation and delegates to provide interpreters as required.
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5. Scope of Work
-
Exchange information on national test methods, procedures and      practices; the highest applicable security classification being “NATO Confidential”.

-
Formation and guidance of Working Groups of Experts.

· Monitoring the development of test procedures by Working Groups of Experts.

· Agreeing on terms and definitions, as required.

· Establishing and maintaining liaison with other standardization authorities   in order to avoid the duplication of work.

· Reporting periodically to the Steering Committee on the progress of        work.

6. Related Documents
-
TOR of the Steering Committee, dated 28.10.1987. 



-
TOR of Working Groups of Experts (WGE), dated 27.09.1990


Signed


E. Lang


Chairman

Steering Committee/MPC


4-Nations MoU on T & E


Resolution dated 27.09.1990


Terms of Reference of Working Groups of Experts (WGE)
1. Authority

Four-Nations MoU among the governments for FR, GE, UK and US relating to  the mutual acceptance of test and evaluation for the reciprocal procure-       ment of defense equipment, dated 05.12.1983.

2. Introduction

Joint programmes for the development and procurement of defence         materiel are increasingly gaining importance within NATO; It is necessary         to standardize national procedures and practices.

The overall objective of international standardization of test procedures             is to rationalize testing, to achieve reproducible test results and               mutually acceptable interpretations thereof, in order to avoid redundant     testing where acceptable data are available.

3. Objectives

The Working Groups of Experts were constituted to develop mutually        agreed test procedures to facilitate test and evaluation of defence           materiel..

4. Organization
The WGE shall consist of national representatives of the MoU signatory    nations, delegates to be professional engineers familiar with the subject   matter.  

Supporting staff may attend meetings.  Representatives of other NATO-    nations may be invited as unanimously agreed by the WGE and subject             to confirmation by the Steering Committee.  

The WGE will normally meet at 6 month intervals; the signatory nations           will host and chair the meeting on a rotational basis.

The host nation shall provide secretarial support.

The host nation shall provide copies of the agenda and minutes of            meeting to the participants and all members of the Steering Committee and     the respective Management Committee.  

Meetings will normally be conducted in English;. delegates to provide interpreters if required.
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5. Scope of Work

-
Exchanging information on national test methods, procedures and     practices; the highest applicable security classification being “NATO Confidential”.

· Developing mutually agreed test procedures; national delegates are responsible for adequate national staffing prior to ratification.

· Agreeing on terms and definitions, as required.

· Establishing and maintaining liaison with other standardization          authorities in order to avoid the duplication of work.

-
Reporting periodically to the Steering Committee on the progress of          work.

6. Related Documents

-
TOR of the Steering Committee, dated 28.10.1987. 



-
TOR of Management Committee, dated 27.09.1990


Signed


E. Lang


Chairman

Steering Committee/MPC







ANNEX E

4-Nation MoU on T & E

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF WORKING GROUPS OF EXPERTS

DIRECTIVE FROM THE MPC

1. Recognizing the importance of the work being carried out                             under the 4-Nation MOU on T&E and the need to maintain the              momentum of the programme in the face of severe budgetary            constraints, the Steering Committee wish to emphasize the need                     for efficiency measures in all Working Groups of Experts.  In                       pursuit of that intention, the decision was taken at the 9th                          Meeting held on 15-17 September 1992 to issue an amendment to the       Terms of Reference handed to the Working groups of Experts               reflecting further guidelines related to the conduct of their                      business.

2. Amendment.  Paragraph 4 of the Terms of Reference passed in                       the Resolution dated 27.09.1990 should be amended to read:



“4.
Organization.

a. The WGE shall consist of national representatives                          of the MOU signatory nations, the delegates to be                 professional engineers familiar with the subject matter.

b. To provide for continuity, a standing chairman                          should be selected from those members who might                 reasonably expect to hold the post for a minimum of                           two years.

c. Essential     supporting     staff     may     attend     meetings,

but the size of national delegations should be kept to                            an absolute minimum.  Representatives of other NATO                 nations may be invited in exceptional circumstances                         upon unanimous agreement by the WGE if the advantages                   of so doing can be demonstrated to the satisfaction of                          the Steering Committee.

d. The work programme should be planned so that the              duration for WGE meetings should not exceed one week,          including traveling time, familiarization visits and                                  the checking of minutes.

e. As much business as possible should be conducted                     out of committee through normal correspondence.  Thus                     the interval between meetings will not normally be                              less than six months.

f. The signatory nations will host the meeting on a                      rotational basis; the host providing all necessary                       secretarial support, including copies of the agenda                             and the minutes of the meeting prior to the dispersal                              of the group.  Copies of the minutes are also to be                             sent without delay to the members of the Steering                      Committee and the relevant Management Committee.

g. Meetings will normally be conducted in English;                     delegates to provide interpreters if required.

h.
In order to allow adequate time for preparation,                         those papers which are to be discussed should be                         issued to all members not less than six weeks before                          the meeting is due to take place.  Papers circulated                           later than that may be tabled, but not taken as a                             formal agenda item.”
Resolution dated 15 September 1998
Terms of Reference of Working Group of Experts (WGE) – AMENDMENT 2
1. Recognizing the importance of the work being carried out under the 4-Nation MOU  relating to the Mutual Acceptance of Test and Evaluation for the Reciprocal Procurement              of Defence Equipment dated 5 December 1983, and the need to permit the inclusion of              new country representatives in WGE activities, the ITESC have decided to issue a further amendment to the Terms of Reference handed to the Working Groups of Experts               reflecting further guidelines related to the conduct of their business.

2. Amendment.  Paragraph 4c of the Terms of Reference passed in resolution dated                     27 September 1990 as amended in September 1992, is further amended to read:

“c.

(1)  Essential supporting staff may attend meeting, but the size of national           delegations should be kept to an absolute minimum.  Representatives of other NATO             nations and of non-NATO nations may be invited to attend upon unanimous approval of            their attendance by the WGE if the advantages of doing so can be demonstrated to the    satisfaction of the Steering Committee.  In such circumstances it will be the responsibility             of individual WGE members to ensure that any national T&E information offered under              the MOU be released to such NATO or non-NATO representative in accordance with the  provision of Section 4 of this MOU, and the respective national security policies and       procedures.

(2) Because of the limited capacity of the WGE operating under the 4-            Nation MOU on T&E and being aware of the fact that any increase in the number of             nations participating in the development of an ITOP will lengthen the staffing process, the   Steering Committee resolved on September 15, 1998 that any participation of nations other than the 4 signatories should be discouraged in principle.  Exceptions are subject to Steering    Committee approval and permissible only under the following conditions:




(
The number of additional nations shall be restricted to one per WGE at any          given time




(
The duration of such participation shall be limited to a maximum period of 2     years.”


Signed


E. Lang


Chairman

Steering Committee/MPC



4-Nations MoU on T & E


Resolution dated 20.10.1988


Ratification and Implementation of ITOPs


Ref,:  GE – BWB AT III 2 – 03-05 of 06.07.88, par. 8

1. An ITOP shall be considered as ratified when the participating nation 

has agreed to the draft ITOP at WGE level.

This implies that representatives to the respective WGE are responsible      for adequate national staffing of the draft, prior to ratification.  

National ratifications shall be recorded on the ITOP documentation page.

2. An ITOP shall be considered as implemented when a participating nation   has adopted the ITOP into the respective national system of test procedures.

In principle, this implies withdrawal of any previously issued comparable national procedure.


3.
Ratifying nations agree to the use of any applicable ITOP in multi-

national joint projects for the development/procurement of defence 

materiel.
For specific applications, ITOPs may be adapted to suit particular         project requirements; any deviation from the standard must be recorded   and documented to permit reproducibility.

Signed


E. Lang


Chairman
Steering Committee/MPC



4-Nations MoU on T & E


Resolution dated 20.10.1988


Security Classification of ITOPs


Ref,:  GE – BWB AT III 2 – 03-05 of 06.07.88, par. 9

.

1.
The release of standard test procedures to industry may inadvertently disclose classified information on the defence materiel to be tested.

2.
WGE are requested to address security classification prior to the release     of any draft ITOP for publication.

The security classification of an ITOP shall be recorded on the respec-       tive documentation page..


4.

The originating WGE shall review any classification after two years (with    the aim of downgrading).

3.
The exchange of information conducted under the authority of the MoU       on T & E shall in principle be restricted to CONFIDENTIAL as the          highest classification.

Signed


E. Lang


Chairman

Steering Committee/MPC


4-Nations MoU on T & E


Resolution dated 20.10.1988


Interpretation of Certain MoU Passages

It is considered to agree on common interpretations of certain passages in           the MoU in order to facilitate the practical application of the document.

Some such paragraphs have been identified below and definition proposals provided.

1. Objectives (par. 1.2)
· National policies, organization structures and general procedures for             T & E are described in the respective guidance documents published in accordance with par. 2.4.

· Any differences in national organizations and general procedures for             T & E are evident from the same guidance documents.

· The maximum possible mutual acceptability of specific T & E proce-         dures will be achieved through the joint development of ITOPs.

· Mutual acceptability of specific national T&E procedures is reflected             in agreed ITOPs.

2. Scope (par. 1.3)

ITOPs developed under the authority of the MoU are applicable to              systems and equipments jointly developed and/or developed by one         country and procured by one or more of the others.

The MOU is interpreted to cover technical development T & E in the                 first instance, operational T & E in the first instance, operational T & E          being considered a largely national responsibility.
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3. Guidance Information (par. 2.4)

· The MPC List of Addresses should be considered as the communi- cations directory referenced in par. 2.4 b.

· The general format required in par. 2.4 c should be that of the            ITOPs.

4. Focal Points (par. 2.5)

Par. 2.5 is understood as a reference to specific procurement projects,            with no bearing on the development of ITOPs..

5. Mutual Acceptance Procedure (par.3)

The contents of this section is considered a guideline for the prepara-             tion of specific MoU to cover development testing in particular multi-        national joint procurement projects.  It is recommended to reference any applicable ITOPs in such MoUs.


Signed


E. Lang


Chairman

Steering Committee/MPC


4-Nations MoU on T & E


Resolution dated 20.10.1988


Interrelationship of STANAGs and ITOPs

Ref.:  1.  Minutes of MC 2 of 19 – 28 Sept. 1988, par. 7.3.2, 7.3.6


Ref.:  2.  Chairman MC 2 (BWB – WM I 1) of 05. Oct. 1988


In response too a request by Management Committee 2 on Weapons and Ammunition, the Steering committee offer the following guidelines on the interrelationship of NATO-STANAGs and ITOPs:

1. In principle, any relevant STANAGs shall be considered when devel-            oping an ITOP.  Only promulgated STANAGs shall be referenced, drafts        shall be disregarded.  Any duplication of work is to be avoided.

2. National representatives at working group level are responsible for         adequate staffing of draft ITOPs and negotiating the respective                 national position.  

This includes liaison with the national delegate to the corresponding          NATO-group, if any, and the necessity to introduce and relevant         promulgated ITOPs into respective NATO programme of work.

3. NATO-STANAGs on Standard Test Procedures which have been ratified            by the four nations participating in the MoU, shall supersede any    corresponding ITOPs; the latter may be declared as the national implementing documents for the respective STANAGs.


Signed


E. Lang


Chairman

Steering Committee/MPC


4-Nations MoU on T & E


Resolution dated 20.10.1988


Master Programme List

Ref.:  Minutes, MC 2 of 19 – 28 Sept. 1988


The SC/MPC noted the Master Programme List of MC 2 at annex 3 to         referenced document.  MCs 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6 are invited to produce similar programmes listing promulgated ITOPs, work-in-progress, and proposed future ITOPs.


In response to the request at par.8.1 of the minutes, SC/MPC offer the          following guidelines on priorities for proposed ITOPs.

1. Within an agreed period of time, leaders of national delegations will       exchange marked-up copies of the Master Programme List, adding         proposals if necessary and indicating their respective national                priorities.  It is suggested to use three categories, namely “action re-     quested”, “to be deferred” and “not interested”.

2.
The host nation for the next meeting will place those proposals on the      agenda that have been marked category one by at least three of the  participating nations.

2. Two nations that had requested category one for a particular proposal             but did not find support by a third nation, may form a bilateral                   working party to develop the respective ITOP.  

Such time saving pilot work is expressly encouraged.


Signed


E. Lang


Chairman

Steering Committee/MPC


4-Nations MoU on T & E


Resolution dated 27.09.1990


ITOPs:  Validity of Referenced Documents

Indiscriminate referencing of mainly national documents in ITOPs has      apparently caused problems in the procurement of such documents in other nations.  

The Steering Committee/MPC on T & E is requested to endorse the following criteria on the referencing of documents in ITOPs:

1.
Reference to further documents should be minimized; in principle, only        such documents should be referenced that provide specific direction       required to complement the test procedure and to ensure adequate                  test performance.

2.
General literature, source or background information on the respective      subject or related matters should not be referenced;  if such reference                is considered indispensable, it should be classified as                 bibliographic/not mandatory.

3. If at all, only internationally agreed documents should be referenced,     i.e. ITOPs, STANAGs, ISO/IEC-Standards.

4. National standards should not be referenced; applicable passages             should be quoted verbatim if necessary to ensure adequate test       performance.

5.
The extent of applicability should be defined when referencing a            document; i.e. further references contained in a referenced document            shall normally be disregarded.


Signed


E. Lang


Chairman

Steering Committee/MPC


4-Nations MoU on T & E


Resolution dated 27.09.1990


Test Data Presentation in ITOPs

Ref.:  Minutes of the fifth MPC-Meeting, par.5.3


Further to the MPC regulation at reference which states that ITOPs may         provide guidance on recording, formatting and reporting of test data, WGE            3.2 on Fire Control require clarification on the comparison of actual test              data against nominal reference data.


The Steering Committee/MPC on T & E is requested to endorse the following guidelines:


In principle, ITOPs shall address test data presentation requirements to           permit the comparison of actual test results against prescribed standards, specifications or other reference data, i.e. the computation of deviations,         failure rates etc., may form part of the respective test reports.


Signed


E. Lang


Chairman

Steering Committee/MPC


4-Nations MoU on T & E


Resolution dated 27.09.1990


Terms and Definitions

The Steering Committee/MPC agreed on the following definitions:

1.
Agreement:  mutual understanding reached in a WGE on the final draft              an ITOP.

2.
Ratification:  formally expressed national consent to an ITOP, following               a staffing process which shall be coordinated by the respective na-              tional delegate to the WGE.

3.
Implementation.  national adoption of an ITOP, following ratification,                and normally effecting the withdrawal of previous national procedure.


Signed


E. Lang


Chairman

Steering Committee/MPC


4-Nation MoU on T&E


Resolution dated 15.8.1997


Review of Ratified ITOPs


Instructions for Management Committees (MCs) and Working Groups of Experts (WGE’s)

Ref.:  Minutes MPC 13, 24-26 Sept 1996, par. 10e


The growth of the ITOP program and the continuing rapid advances in testing technology    mandate pro-active efforts to assure the currency and technical adequacy of ratified ITOPs.  Accordingly, the following guidelines are issued to Management Committees (MCs) and Working Groups of Experts (WGEs):

1.
Ratified ITOP will be periodically reviewed for currency and technical adequacy at three (3) year intervals..

2.
Where an ITOP is determined to require revisions (changes to existing procedures or additional procedures), a program of work to accomplish the required effort will be initiated.  The program of work should be planned so as to be completed in three (3) years or less.

3.
Where an ITOP is determined to be adequate and not in need of revision, that ITOP will   be re-validated and the re-validation date indicated on the ITOP.  


Signed


John F. Gehrig


Chairman

Steering Committee/Management Policy Committee (MPC)


4-Nation MoU on Test & Evaluation


MEMORANDUM FOR:  WORKING GROUPS OF EXPERTS (WGES) – 15.8.1997


SUBJECT:  Identification of Related Work – Special Instructions


References:

1. Minutes MPC 13, 24-26 Sept 1996, para 10d

2. Resolution dated 20.10.1988 “Interrelationship of STANAGs and ITOPs”


International Test Operations Procedures (ITOPs) are to be developed in full cognizance of    NATO Standard Agreements (STANAGs) and other related procedures and standards including  the work of other ITOP WGEs.  Existing procedures and standards, if adequate, should not be duplicated in an ITOP; full advantage and referencing of such procedures and standards however, should be considered in ITOP development.


WGE members should make every effort to become aware of other related work and bring such information to the table at WGE meeting.  Accordingly, it is recommended that this issue be made a standing agenda item.


Signed


John F. Gehrig


Chairman

Steering Committee/Management Policy Committee (MPC)


4-Nation MoU on Test & Evaluation

MEMORANDUM FOR:  WORKING GROUPS OF EXPERTS (WGES) – 15.8.1997


SUBJECT:  Use of Standard ITOP Covers – Special Instructions


Reference:  Minutes MPC 13, 24-26 Sept 1996, para 22


Standard covers and ratification sheets will be used for all new ITOPs; examples are enclosed.  Electronic files for generating this cover and ratification sheet, have been provided to the MPC members of each country.


Signed


John F. Gehrig


Chairman
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Ratification Agreement For:

ITOP No:(number)
Date:  (date)

"(title)"

Abstract:  This ITOP describes procedures for ....

The following principal national representatives of Working Group of Experts X.X agree this document to be acceptable.

	Ratifying Nations

	FRANCE
	Signature:



	
	Date:




	
	(Name, Organization, Address), France

	GERMANY
	Signature:



	
	Date:




	
	(Name, Organization, Address), Germany

	UNITED KINGDOM
	Signature:



	
	Date:




	
	(Name, Organization, Address), UK

	UNITED STATES
	Signature:



	
	Date:




	
	(Name, Organization, Address), USA


In principle ITOPs are intended for official use in the governments or authorized agents of the governments of France, Germany, the United Kingdom and the United States, i.e., the participants of the Four‑Nation MOU relating to the mutual acceptance of Test and Evaluation, 5 December 1983. Unclassified ITOPs may be released to other nations provided permission to do so has been granted by each signatory nation. Formal prior notification is required and a 30 day silence procedure is to be observed.  In the case of classified ITOPs the silence period will not apply and the formal written agreement of each ITOP signatory nation will be required.

Supersedes: FR/GE/UK/US/ ITOP (number(s), date).

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED







No. of Pages:  XXX
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Ratification Agreement For:

ITOP No:  4-2-504(2)
Date:  8 April 1997

Safety Testing of Tank Ammunition

Abstract:  This ITOP provides procedures for safety testing of ammunition for tank guns.  Hazards related to ammunition handling, transport, launch, flight, and environmental conditions, and the compatibility of the ammunition with the weapon system in terms of weapon safety are considered.  Additional background information in contained in Annex A.
The following principal national representatives of Working Group of Experts X.X agree this document to be acceptable.

	Ratifying Nations

	FRANCE
	Signature:



	
	Date:




	
	ICT G. Cagnin, DGA/DCE/ETC4/ETBS, BP 712, Bourges Cedex, France

	GERMANY
	Signature:



	
	Date:




	
	Bdir. Dietrich Cleve, WTD 91-440, 49707 Meppen, Germany, Germany

	UNITED KINGDOM
	Signature:



	
	Date:
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